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INTRODUCTION. 

regions, a comparison of which with means of April of former 
‘years shows; iu  general, the same features as exhibited by re- 
ports from tho regular Signal Service stations, viz., high mean 
temperatures, and, with the oxceptiou of‘ the district of Oal- 
vestou, marked deficiencies of ralnfiill. 

In the preparation of this REVIEW the following data, 
received up to May 20, 1885, have been used, viz., the 
regular tri-daily weather-charts, .Containing data of simulta- 
neous observations taken at  133 Slgnal Service stations and 21 
Canadian stations, as telegraphed to this ofice; 181 monthly 
journals and 179 monthly means from the former and 21 
monthly means from the latter : 319 monthly registers from 
voluntary observers; 60 monthly registers from United States 
Army post surgeons ; marine records ; international simulta- 
neem observations ; marine reports through the co-operation 
of the Hydrographic 06~0, United States Nary, and the “New 
Pork Herald Weather Service;” monthly weather reports from 
the local weather services Of Alabama, Arkansas, Colpdo,  
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, NebraFka, Nevada, New England New 
Jersey, North Carolina, Ohlo, Oregon, Pennsylvania, bouth 
Carolina, and Tennessee, and the Central Pacific Railway 
Company ; trustworthy newspaper extracts, and special re- 
ports. 

- 
ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE (expressed in inches and hundredths). 

Mountains, the departures being less than .05 except in Mon- 
tans, Dakota and Minnesota d @ r e  they range from .05 to .13. 
East of the Mississippi Rirer, in the northern and central 
plateau, and thence westward to the Pacific, the mean pressure 
of April is greater than that for March, the excess amounting 
to .10 or slightly more on both the north Pacific and New Eng- 
laud coasts. 

BAROMETRIC RANGES. 
The monthly barometric ranges at  the various Signal Service 

m tat ions are also given in  the table of misceIIaneous meteoro- 
logical data. The ranges, Usual, conform to the general 
rule; that is, they increase 1~1th the latitude and decrease 
diglitly, though somewhat yegul:lrly, with iricreasing longi- 
tude. In the states borderlng on the Atlantic the exfrome 
I‘anges are: .29 at Key West, Fla. and 1.03 at Albany, N. Y.; 
between the eighty-second and ninety-second meridians, .37 
tt Bern Orleans, La., and 1.08 at  Alpena, Mich. ; between the 
Mississippi River and Rocky Mountains, .39 at Qalveston, Tex., 
ind 1.42 a t  Fort Totten, Dak.; Plateau regions, .43 at Pres- 
:ott and Puma, Ariz., aud 3 7  Fort Bridger, Wyo. ; Pacific 
:east, .35 at Los Angeles aud Sari Diego, Cal., and .C6 a t  Port 
Angolev, Wash. The ranges for April, 1888, are a b u t  normal 
n the southern portions of the country, on the Pacific coast 
and in the Lake region. In .the Missouri Valley they exceed 
;lie normal from .2O to 40, while In New England they are from 
10 to .20 below the normal. 


